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.in an awkward dependency for the Board.

At the  direction of  the Council,  I wrote to Mr*  Mclntyre
on December 28,   1979 setting out the Council's recommendations*
Thereafter,  OMB included in. the FY   '81 budget request a $1
million dollar FY   '80 supplemental appropriation which provided
for 12 new permanent positions for the Board staff.     For FY   !81,
the  budget requests  $2.3 million and 32 positions for the Board.
The FY   '81 budget request,   I understand,  appears as a line
item in the  Department of Education budget.

The funding and staffing problems experienced by the Board
in the past have apparently been remedied,  at least for FY   '80
and   '81,   and my understanding is  that the Board, although now
housed  for  administrative purposes  in the Department of Education,
will  operate as  an independent agency with no fiscal overview
exercised by  the Department of Education.

CONCLUSION

Mr.   Chairman,   in conclusion I want to reiterate the
commitment  of  the Department of Justice to improving coordina-
tion among  the  federal entities responsible for protecting
the  rights" of handicapped persons.     To some.extent such coordi-
nation between the Architectural and Transportation .Barriers
Compliance Board  and the  Interagency Coordinating Council
flows   inevitably  from the number of agency officials who are

,f'im staff   (18)*     Given the  import of the
respective statutory responsibilities.esignee.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